Memorandum
To:

Mark Gaffino, Village President & Board of Trustees

Cc:

Steven Bosco, Village Administrator

From:

John Laskowski, Public Works Director

Date:

February 15, 2022

Re:

Award of Bid for Lawn Mowing and Landscape Maintenance

The Village of North Aurora’s lawn mowing contract contains mowing of Special Service
Area’s (SSA) and public property. The SSA contract addresses common areas in
subdivisions that are not maintained by Homeowners’ Associations. These include
boulevards, detention ponds, and subdivision signs. The areas in the public owned
properties include public parks and facilities like Riverfront Park and Village Hall.
This year, the project was advertised on the website and in the newspaper beginning
January 10, 2022 and bids were received 26 days later on February 15, 2022. From the
website we were able to determine that there were 27 downloads of the bid documents.
Of these 27 it appears that 19 were legitimate landscaping companies with the potential
of submitting a bid. The remaining 8 companies appear to be third party companies that
publish the advertisement on their website or offer a service that provides a subscription.
Out of the 19 landscaping companies that picked up our bid documents we received three
bidders.
The results of the bids are illustrated in the table below.

Contract
Year
1
2
3
4
Total

Vega Building Maintenance
1413 Sherman Rd
Romeoville, IL 60446
$46,357.30
$46,357.30
$46,357.30
$47,748.02
$186,819.92

Sebert Landscaping
1550 West Bartlett Road
Bartlett, IL 60103
$53,392.00
$53,392.00
$55,264.00
$55,264.00
$217,312.00

Langton Group
4510 Dean Street
Woodstock, IL 60098
$77,541.43
$79,867.67
$82,263.70
$84,731.61
$324,404.41

The below table references the historic contract prices for the Landscaping and Lawn
Maintenance Contracts. Examining the prices provided by the low bidder, Vega and
comparing them with the low bidder demonstrates that the cost reflects a 6.63% increase
from 2021.
Year
2018
2019
2020
2021

Contract Cost
$40,356.00
$42,143.00
$44,495.00
$44,495.00

Company
Acres
Sebert
Sebert
Sebert

In order to confirm that Vega has the capability of providing the services outlined in the
contract specifications, staff has checked the references the contractor provided. In this
case the contractor provided seven references. Of the seven references they provided,
four were commercial references and three were related to local government. Staff
attempted to reach out to all seven references and as of February 16, 2022 was in contact
with five of the seven.
The Glenbard Wastewater Authority indicated that Vega has done a great job cleaning
their facility, but could not provide a reference on lawn mowing and landscape
maintenance because they have not used them for that purpose. They indicated that the
Authority chose not to award to Vega because they did not appear to have the capacity
to perform the work sufficiently on a contract that would have been approximately $30,000
annually. At the time, Glenbard had checked their references and determined that they
did not have sufficient experience to provide the services. Village staff also spoke with
staff from the City of Lockport and City of Elmhurst, who also indicated that Vega is under
contract for cleaning services, not for lawn mowing and landscaping and therefore could
not provide a reference of value to our project. Only one of the commercial references
that was contacted indicated that Vega had performed lawn mowing and landscape
maintenance services. The work that was performed was on a large site but only a single
location. The Village has 38 different locations that need to be maintained.
Based on these references, staff does not believe that Vega Building Maintenance has
demonstrated through past experience that they have the ability to adequately perform
the scope of work outlined in our specifications. Therefore, it is the staff recommendation
to reject the low bid from Vega Building Maintenance and award a contract to Sebert
Landscaping. Sebert is familiar with all of the project locations and has satisfactorily
performed these services from 2018 through 2021. It is the staff recommendation to
award a four-year contract for lawn mowing and landscape maintenance to Sebert
Landscaping in the total amount of $217,312.00.

CONTRACT FOR LAWN MOWING AND LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE
THIS AGREEMENT, made and concluded this 21st day of February, 2022, between the
Village of North Aurora, an Illinois municipal corporation (hereinafter referred to as “Village”)
and Sebert Landscaping, Inc, an Illinois Corporation (hereinafter referred to as “Contractor”) for
Lawn Mowing and Landscape Maintenance.
WHEREAS, the Village advertised for bids for Lawn Mowing and Landscape
Maintenance services (hereinafter “(Services”) and provided bid specifications for such services,
a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference as Exhibit “A” (“Bid
Specifications”); and
WHEREAS, Contractor submitted a bid for the Services in the total amount of Two
hundred seventeen thousand three hundred twelve dollars and no hundredths. ($217,312.00)
and to be distributed annually as follows: Year 1: $53,392.00, Year 2: $53,392.00, Year 3: $55,264,
and Year 4: $55,264.00 dollars in response to the request for bids advertised by the Village, a copy
of which is attached hereto and included Exhibit A.
WHEREAS, the Contractor’s bid was determined to be the lowest responsible bid and was
accepted by the Village Board of Trustees at the regularly scheduled meeting on February 21,
2022.
NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of Two hundred seventeen thousand three
hundred twelve dollars and no hundredths. ($217,312.00) to be paid by the Village to the
Contractor for work completed as described by the bid specifications for tree replacement, the
parties hereto agree and covenant as follows:
1.

The Village and the Contractor agree the Bid Specifications attached hereto and

incorporated herein are essential documents to this Contract and are made a part thereof.

2.

The Contractor shall fulfill all the Services in keeping with the Bid Specifications

and the Bid and shall furnish all labor and equipment necessary to perform the Services in a
professional and workman like manner.
3.

The Contractor shall be solely responsible for its own employees, subcontractors

and agents and for the performance of the Services and shall indemnify and hold the Village
harmless from and against any claims or causes of action asserted by its employees, subcontractors
and agents or claims, causes of action, liabilities or damages resulting or related to the performance
of the Services.
4.

If not previously provided, the Contractor shall supply a Certificate or other proof

of Insurance in acceptable form to the Village as a condition to the Village’s obligations under this
Contract in compliance with the Bid Specifications.
5.

If required pursuant to Village ordinance or the Bid Specifications, the Contractor

shall supply a payment and performance bond and surety in form acceptable to the Village before
performing the Services.
6.

The Contractor acknowledges and agrees that, if the Illinois Prevailing Wage Act

applies, the Contractor shall be responsible for such compliance and shall hold the Village and
indemnify the Village from and against and claims or liabilities arising from a failure to comply.
7.

Either party may terminate this Agreement upon thirty (30) days written notice by

registered mail, or by personal delivery of notice, to the other party.
8.

This instrument contains the entire agreement between the parties, and those

statements, promises, or inducements made by either party or agent of either party that are not
contained in this written agreement shall not be valid or binding.
9.

In any claims for breach of this contract, the prevailing party shall be entitled to

recovery all of its reasonable costs, including reasonable attorney fees.
10.

Any litigation brought in regard to this Contract shall be brought in the Sixteenth

Judicial Circuit, Kane County, Illinois.
11.

This Agreement shall not be altered or modified in any way except in writing and

signed by both parties.
[signatures to follow]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said parties have executed these presents on the date above
mentioned.
Village of North Aurora

_________________________________
By: Mark Gaffino, Village President

[Contractor-Sebert Landscaping, Inc.]

_________________________________
(signature)

_________________________________
(printed name)

_________________________________
(title)
R:\Secretary\Clients - Municipal\Village of North Aurora\Forms\2014-4-25 Form Contract for Service Bids.docx

Exhibit A

