






































































































































 
Memorandum 
 
To:  Village President and Village Board of Trustees   

Cc:       Steve Bosco, Village Administrator  

From: David Hansen, Administrative/GIS Analyst  

Date:  April 19, 2021 

Re:      North Aurora Days 2021 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Background 
At the March 8, 2021 North Aurora Days Committee meeting the committee 
discussed whether North Aurora Days 2021 could be held in the same capacity as a 
normal year. Several committee members raised concerns about social distancing 
guidelines, the State not distributing special event liquor licenses for festivals, and 
mask requirements would be difficult to enforce. Members also mentioned their 
concerns regarding the continued spread of COVID-19 in the region along with the 
health and operational concerns for employees, volunteers, and attendees. 
Ultimately, the committee agreed that having a regularly scheduled three day full 
North Aurora Days event would not be possible at this time. The committee had a 
long discussion on if a three day event was not held what some options could be. 
Options included having the event at a lower capacity based off state guidelines, 
reducing the event to one day, having a virtual event or potentially trying to have a 
one day event in the fall. Overall, at the March meeting the committee decided to 
wait to make any formal decision until its May meeting since vaccinations and the 
current state guidelines could improve over the next month or two.  
 
Present Day 
The committee planned to wait until May to make an official decision. To provide 
some current additional context regarding North Aurora Days, there are some other 
variables to consider before making a decision. COVID-19 vaccinations are available 
statewide to anyone 16 and older.   
 
The entire State of Illinois is currently in Phase 4 of 5 for fully reopening the State (no 
capacity limits). However on March 18, 2021 the Governor announced a bridge phase 
that serves as a transition period (referred to as Phase 4.5) that requires certain 
thresholds for capacity limits at places before reaching Phase 5 which would have no 



capacity limits. Locally, the Village is part of Region 8 which has recently had an uptick 
of positivity rate and hospitalizations. If trends continue, the Region may go 
backwards to Phase 3 or remain in Phase 4 rather than going up to the bridge phase 
which was anticipated in late March. The phase in which the region is in is significant 
for planning a festival. Under phase 4, the capacity threshold for outdoor festivals 
allows 15 people per 1,000 sq. ft, while under the bridge phase outdoor festivals 
allow 30 people per 1,000 sq. ft. For example, if Clocktower Plaza is utilized as a site 
again for North Aurora Days, the parking lot is approximately 50,000 sq. ft. Under the 
two capacity thresholds above either 750 or 1500 people would be able to gather 
and fencing would have to be put up to help monitor and enforce capacity limits.  
 

The second variable to consider for the event is attaining a special event liquor 
license for the festival. For community festivals ran by governmental agencies, a 
special event liquor licenses is required from the Illinois Liquor Control Commission 
to sell alcohol. However the State of Illinois is currently issuing the licenses on a case 
by case basis. To qualify, the Village would have to prove it will abide by social 
distancing requirements and guidelines set by the State. The Illinois Liquor Control 
Commission site states “generally, special events are not permitted but some 
outdoor events will be reviewed on a case by case basis to determine if they are in 
accordance with DCEO guidelines. Special events will not be approved unless the 
event holder can monitor, control, and restrict the number of persons in a designated 
area”. This information will most likely change depending on what phase the Region 
is in. If the State does not approve the Village’s liquor license request the event would 
need to be held without liquor aka the Beer Tent.  
 



The third variable is regarding the Village as a governmental entity. Many community 
festivals, especially in the surrounding area, are ran and operated by non-for-profits 
aka a local Chamber of Commerce. Non-for-profits have more flexibility for planning 
events that may go against the State guidelines; whereas, municipalities work directly 
with the state. The repercussions, if any, of going against state guidelines are 
unknown at this time.   
 
Lastly, planning the event may be an issue since it is only three months away. It 
typically takes several months to plan an event like North Aurora Days (Village usually 
starts planning and locking in contract 6 to 8 months prior). Contracts are typically 
for bands, fireworks, sound system, various vendors, and amusement. As of now, the 
Village currently has one band under contract with many more from the 2020 lineup 
that would be willing to play if necessary. Another concern is that the longer we wait 
to cancel or decide to have the event, contracts for tents and generators may start to 
become hard to find over the next few months with so many communities also 
making last minute decisions about their summer festivals. Staff is still working the 
new Clocktower Plaza management to work on a similar agreement that was with 
the original management that allowed the event to occur each year on their property. 
 
The committee mentioned the possibly of a shortened event, but no specifics have 
been discussed at this time.  
 
Staff is looking for feedback from the Village Board in regards to the 2021 North 
Aurora Days.  
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